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Ana Maria Gomes (PSE ). - Madam President, it is good to see you in the Chair.

We are opposed to the death penalty anywhere. Therefore, we are appalled by the decision of
19 December 2006 on the five Bulgarian nurses and the Palestinian doctor; even more so
because they could not be given a fair trial in a country where torture is common and where
the people still suffer a mad and terrorist dictator after many years of also suffering UN
sanctions because of his terrorist adventures.

But even more appalling is the fact that EU governments and the Commission seem too easily
to have forgotten Lockerbie and the UTA mass murders ordered by the Gaddafi regime, and
they now enjoy cosying up to that killer dictator, as EU ministers did recently in Tripoli. Is it
because of the oil and the deals that many of them seem to care more about than the human
rights of European and Palestinian citizens? Is it because, in fact, several EU government
members are held to ransom by the Gaddafi regime for fear that he will expose them for
having been involved with his regime in the outsourcing of torture by the Bush Administration
within the framework of the extraordinary renditions programme? Why do governments, such
as the British Government, or my own, the Portuguese Government, not disclose the purpose
and the contents of the frequent flights to and from Libya since June 2003, which we have
identified in the European Parliament’s Temporary Committee on the alleged use of European
countries by the CIA for the transport and illegal detention of prisoners? Why do EU
governments and the Commission not act finally, decisively and audibly to get these five
Bulgarian nurses and the Palestinian doctor released?
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