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Ana Maria Gomes (PSE ). – (PT) The persecution of religious minorities in many countries should 
make us reflect upon the fragility of the aspects of civilisation which we think we have 
achieved. Religious freedom is an essential and inalienable pillar of universal human rights. 
Despite the laudable intentions, this resolution is incomplete. 
 
The EP must speak up about the persecution of Christian minorities in particular, but first on 
all forms of intolerance and discrimination based on faith or religion which, in fact, affect all 
religious communities. We should also be worried about Islamophobia and anti-Semitism which 
are on the increase in Europe and elsewhere. If we focus almost exclusively on discrimination 
against Christians, we might give the wrong impression. It therefore needs to be stressed that 
the EP fully supports the resolution on the eradication of all forms of intolerance and 
discrimination based on religion or belief presented by the EU Member States to the UN 

General Assembly. 
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