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Ana Maria Gomes (PSE ). - Mr President, | congratulate my colleague Ms Uca on this excellent
report and | welcome the two-track approach, endorsed by the Commission in its
communication, focusing on both gender mainstreaming and specific actions to empower
women. | deplore, however, that many DCI country strategy papers merely refer to gender as a
cross-cutting issue, failing to specify concrete activities, targets or financial allocations. This
means that, despite the strategic framework, gender efforts in development cooperation could
be reduced to rhetoric in the years to come.

Gender-sensitive performance indicators should be assessed in mid-term and final reviews.
Parliament will monitor the implementation of the CPS, and we hope that the Commission will
be able to indicate progress in terms of specific gender-related outcomes.

Finally, | am shocked by several medieval conceptions reflected in some amendments to this

report put forward by some colleagues on sexual and reproductive health matters. | will vote
against them, evidently.
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