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Brussels 21 March 2013

TO: High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
Lady Cathrine Ashton

TO: Commissioner Karel de Gucht

Dear High Representative Ashton,

Dear Commissioner de Gucht,

In the last ten years Cambodia has been suffering from unlawful seizures of land by
state authorities which have resulted in a growing number of landless villagers, since
their land has been granted to private firms. Last year has seen large human rights
abuses directly linked to land conflicts.

Just to quote some cases:

- In October a radio station owner was sentenced to 20 years in prison on politically-
motivated charges related to a land dispute.

- In May an environmental activist was shot dead in the forest while investigating
illegal logging.

- Opposition leader MP Sam Rainsy, an active member of Liberal International, has
been denied the right to stand as a candidate for national election and forced into exile
and cannot campaign in spite of his role.

- Child labour has been reported on the sﬁgar plantations in Koh Kong and Kampong
Speu where children as young as 9 years old work in the plantations.

In September 2012 the UN Special Rapporteur intervened on the situation of human
rights in Cambodia concluding that widespread human rights violations associated
with land concessions were occurring.

In October 2012 the European Parliament adopted a resolution in which it reported
human rights violations in Cambodia. In addition to this it called the Commission to
consider a temporary suspension of the EBA (Everything But Arms) initiative on
agricultural products until all irregularities had been addressed.

Furthermore, this resolution expressed serious concern on the situation of democracy
and the rule of law and urged the Cambodian Government, the National Election
Committee and the provincial election committee to implement the recent UN



recommendations on reforming the electoral system to ensure it conforms with
international standards before, during and after the casting of votes.

Other initiatives had been taken before. In June 2012 ten organizations wrote a letter
to you in which they outlined evidence of human rights abuses linked to the
Generalised System of Preferences, in particular the EBA preference tier.

Relying on a directive issued by the Prime Minister as evidence of progress with
regard to Cambodia's situation, you refused to initiate an investigation.

At the moment the situation is not clear: there is a lack of transparency concerning
land concessions and it seems that some of them, which were previously cancelled,
have been reinstated.

Furthermore, the directive does not offer any compensation to the families affected by
land grabbing, nor does it address abuses and, worst, land grabbers have obtained
millions as a result of GSP's benefits from sugar imports over the last 3 years.

In light of this situation, we ask you to launch an immediate and inclusive
investigation into these serious human rights abuses related to economic land
concessions for agro-industrial development, in connection with agricultural goods
being exported to the EU, and, depending on its findings, the suspension of the
Generalised System of Preferences (GSP) with Cambodia.

We thank you for your attention and hope our suggestions will be taken into
consideration.

Sincerely, \
L

Niccolo Rinaldi

Member of the European Parliament (Vice-chair of ALDE)
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Cecilia Wikstrom
Member of the European Parhament (ALDE)
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Sarah Ludford
Member of the European Parliament (Vice-chair of ALDE)
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Member of the Europea
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Ana Gomes
Member of the European Parliament (S&D)
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Luisa Macovei
Member f the European Parliament (EPP)
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Roberta Angelilli
Vice-President of the European Parliament (EPP)

e;gib/Paolo Francesco Silvestris
Member of the European Parliament (EPP)

Member of the European Parliament, Vice-chair of the AFET Committee (EFD)
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Csaba Sogor
Member of the European Parliament (EPP)
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Graham Watson

Member of the European Parliament (ALDE Party President)
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“Charles Tannock
Member of the European Parliament (ECR)
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