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The case of Farai Maguwu illustrates the brutal repression in Zimbabwe and also the need to 
extend the scope of the Kimberley Process. Diamonds should not only be certified as free of 
war crimes, but also of violations against human rights, including those perpetrated by 
exploitative countries and companies.

The exploitation of diamonds has a role to play in combating poverty and achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals. According to Global Witness , in 2008 Africa exported 
USD 393 billion   worth of petroleum and minerals, which corresponds to nine times the total 
amount of aid that the continent received. The fair use of natural resources for the benefit of 
local people can be crucial in strengthening the rule of law, in promoting social responsibility
among companies and, therefore, in guaranteeing human rights.

In this sense it is vital that the European Union adopts mechanisms to combat corruption in 
the exploitation of minerals, as several Members have argued, particularly through the 
petition online at www.stopcorruption.eu, which I would like to invite everyone to sign. 
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