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To the signatories of the letter of 25 January 2013
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Thank you for your letter of 25 January conceming the military trial against the Sahrawi prisoners
of Gdeim Izik.

Human Rights are one of the core issues in the EU-Morocco political dialogue. They are regularly
addressed in the meetings of the joint bodies established under the Association Agreement. In this
context, the EEAS has repeatedly raised the question of the 23 prisoners in jail in Salé/Rabat since
8 November 2010, after the dismantling of the camp of Gdeim Izik.

On 16 January 2013, the EU Delegation in Rabat expressed its concern with regard to the situation
of theses Saharawi activists in prison in Salé (allegation of poor detention conditions, acts of
torture, trial before military court).

The EU Delegation held a meeting with civil society organisations and family members of the
activists just before the trial on 01 February 2013. It will follow this trial closely, and in this context
intends to meet with observers of the trial in order to have a clear understanding of the running of
the proceedings before taking appropriate action.
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