Ana Gomes (S&D). — Mr President, | am happy to acknowledge that, with respect to the European
Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights, we already have a procedure developed between us
and the Commission that does allow for scrutiny. We need to develop procedures that are flexible
and publicised, specifically by the EU delegations who should work more on the ground with human
rights defenders, civil society organisations, the media and so on.

This Parliament needs to be kept abreast of the implementation of projects while ensuring protection
for the persons and organisations that are supposed to be assisted by this instrument. We need as
well to explore more effective ways to help media escape and counter censorship, particularly
internet censorship.

Let me now turn to the negotiating procedures regarding the delegated acts, and in particular in
terms of the DCI instrument. | join colleagues who deplore the blackmail tactics used by the Council
and the Commission to try to make this Parliament relinquish the powers that were conferred on it by
Article 290 of the Lisbon Treaty. These are powers that this Parliament cannot abandon; it is an
absolute must to exercise democratic control of an instrument — the DCI — with tremendous potential
for development and empowerment of people worldwide.

We do not accept those tactics, particularly the threat of defaulting on the commitments made under
the Banana Accompanying Measures. This will not work; the Parliament will not relinquish such
powers.



