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Ana Maria Gomes (PSE ), author. - (PT) Yesterday in Mogadishu there were incitements to
attack African Union forces - such is the scale of the tragedy and loss of control that are
destroying Somalia and inflaming the entire Horn of Africa. The EU must, as a matter of
urgency, bring pressure to bear on all parties to the conflict to commit themselves to an
inclusive process of national reconciliation, capable of tackling the political issues at the root
of the crisis. The ‘transitional government’ will remain a fiction if it continues to take no
action to protect the civilian population and facilitate humanitarian aid.

Somalia is more awash with arms than ever, according to a recent UN report. It is essential for
countries and dealers who breach the arms embargo imposed in 1992 to be stopped and held
accountable. Finally the African Union peacekeeping force urgently needs to be strengthened
and the occupying Ethiopian troops need to leave. It should be acknowledged that the
Ethiopian intervention, instigated by the Bush administration with the passive complicity of the
European Union, did not bring peace or government or even help to combat terrorism in
Somalia. It only brought more suffering, poverty and death to the people of the whole region.
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