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Ana Maria Gomes (PSE ). - (PT) The genocide in Darfur, serious crises in Zimbabwe, Somalia,
Ethiopia and Nigeria, corruption, pandemics, desertification, the flow of arms and the race for
oil and other natural resources; all of these are factors fomenting further conflict in Africa and
adding to the number of people desperate enough to risk their lives in order to get into Europe
or to a place where they can find better conditions. It is therefore depressing to see the G8
limiting themselves to repeating the Gleneagles promises that have not been kept. At the
halfway mark, as Mrs Kinnock’s report correctly says, the Millennium Goals have yet to be given
due priority by European governments and the Commission.

In Africa, in particular, the Millennium Goals must enhance any security and development
strategy, and in turn the joint cooperation strategy to be adopted at the EU-Africa summit to
be held in December must not be just another photo opportunity. Following the summit the
European and African authorities must make phased commitments to meeting the Millennium
Goals and must propose strategies that are above governments and that go beyond a blinkered,
unseemly bout of one-upmanship with China.

Making commitments to strengthening democratic and civil society institutions in African
countries includes investing in those that are fighting for human rights, for women’s rights and
for civil liberties in Africa. It also involves the EU and its African partners being tough with one
another when it comes to compliance with already binding agreements such as Cotonou.
Without justice and the rule of law, there will be no good governance and, still less,
sustainable development.
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