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  Ana Gomes (PSE ). – (PT) The al-Bashir Government has been the main perpetrator of the 
strategy of genocide against the people of Darfur. The EU cannot remain under any illusions on 
this issue. The Commission, the Council and the European members of the United Nations 
Security Council must, as a matter of urgency, confront Sudan by sending UN forces to the 
Darfur region with a robust mandate under Chapter VII of the Charter. There can be no more 
excuses or dithering. The Sudanese Government must be punished if they persist in thwarting 
the efforts of the international community in Darfur. As a matter of urgency, bank accounts 
must be frozen, and members of the Sudanese Government and others already identified by 
the International Criminal Court as being the ringleaders of the atrocities must be prevented 
from travelling. 
 
If China and Russia continue to drag their feet as regards an embargo on Khartoum, the EU 
must get together with the United States and declare a trade embargo, especially on weapons 
and oil, and a complete freeze on the financial transactions of the Sudanese Government. 
Military measures are also urgently required. A no-fly zone over Darfur could be operated from 
eastern Chad to block the Sudanese air force from attacking the population of Darfur, as I and 
other Members of this Chamber witnessed near Al Fashir in September 2004. 
 
A multinational force must be sent immediately to eastern Chad to protect the refugees, to 
prepare the UN force in Darfur, to control the border between Chad and Sudan and to restore 
some stability in the region. That stability is also threatened by the heightened tensions in 
Somalia on account of the Ethiopian intervention instigated by the Bush Administration, which 
has had the disastrous outcome of strengthening the Islamic courts in Mogadishu. 
 
Lastly, the EU must not remain silent over the role of China, Russia and the Arab League in 
supporting Khartoum’s strategy of genocide. After the UN enshrined the principle of the 
responsibility to protect, Moscow, Beijing and Arab capitals have shamed themselves by 
seeking to sweep the lessons of Rwanda, Bosnia and Congo under the carpet when it comes to 

Darfur, where a Muslim population is being massacred by Muslims. 
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