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Response of the European Union to the deteriorating

situation in the east of the Democratic Republic of
Congo (debate)

Ana Maria Gomes (PSE ). - (PT) The new horrors in the Kivus and the international community’s
inability to put an end to these are as shocking as the greed of the Rwandan and Congolese
leaders who are perpetuating this situation of organised chaos in order to conceal the sinister
plundering of the region’s natural resources.

What can the European Union do? What can it do for a country where there have been, and still
are, various ESDP (European Security and Defence Policy) missions and where the first
democratic elections would not have been held without Europe’s support? What can it do for a
country receiving millions in development and humanitarian aid? What can it do for a country
of unparalleled strategic importance where five million people have died at the mercy of the
most barbaric violence in recent years?

The European Union must go much further than the minimum decided since this latest military
escalation began. It is not enough to increase humanitarian aid and launch diplomatic
initiatives in which promises to disarm and declarations of good faith are repeated for the
umpteenth time.

The European Union urgently needs to strengthen MONUC (United Nations Mission in the
Democratic Republic of Congo) so that it can regain its lost credibility and effectiveness. To
this end, it is not enough to table resolutions in the Security Council. The European Union must
immediately link up with the DPKO (United Nations
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