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Ana Maria Gomes (PSE ). - (PT) This resolution reveals the glaring inadequacies of European
policies in the field of energy. In fact, the European Union is not a global actor here. Those
who, like me, believe that the European Union should guarantee itself a minimum strategic
autonomy, can only view with consternation our vulnerability in this matter. It is not a question
of aiming for a Utopian self-sufficiency, but rather of recognising the need for greater
coordination of national policies, ensuring there is solidarity between Member States and
developing relationships with global partners which are less asymmetrical but predictable and
based on a truly European approach. For example, it is up to us Europeans to work against the
‘divide and rule’ attitude which has marked relations with Russia in this area.

This report underlines the political dimension of the European energy market. As long as the
Member States, in an approach comparable to that adopted in the European defence
equipment market, continue to insist on promoting, internally, a sovereignist and anachronistic
protectionism and, externally, a liberalism that is more ‘Adam Smithian’ than Adam Smith’s,
then Europe will remain out of step in a world in which all the principal actors regard energy as
an eminently political and strategic issue. The rapporteur’s proposal to create a post of High
Official is therefore helpful and we should act upon it as quickly as possible.

However, in this area the EU not only faces the strategic imperative of guaranteeing security of
supply. The actual sustainability of the European energy policy and the environmental
implications of lack of diversification of our energy sources require an urgent change of course.
Europe cannot therefore continue to support corrupt and oppressive regimes in oil-producing
countries. The EU’s external energy policy must include imperatives concerning human rights,
good governance and environmental sustainability.

In conclusion, pollution and the post-Kyoto scenario, oil prices, moral and human rights
imperatives, political and economic instability due to dependence on hydrocarbons, the
potential of new environment-friendly technologies to stimulate a new industrial revolution in
Europe and throughout the world, everything around us means the EU must develop a multi-
faceted yet coherent external policy.

Finally, Madam President, | should like to congratulate the rapporteur, Mr Saryusz-Wolski.
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