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Ana Maria Gomes, on behalf of the PSE Group . - Mr President, | would like to congratulate Mrs
Beer on an excellent and timely report. This is the year of all nuclear debates. The US is
preparing its nuclear posture review, NATO is reviewing its strategic concept and the world is
getting ready for the 2010 NPT review conference.

All of this is happening in a special context. The US is once again being led by a President,
Barack Obama, who espouses the vision of a world without nuclear weapons. This is not the
time for timidity or hesitation. Our voters would not understand if this Parliament prepared a
report on the NPT which was less ambitious than that of the current US Administration.

Of course, US leadership on this issue is welcome. After all, the US and Russia are the
undisputed global nuclear hegemons. However, Europe cannot sit passively by while Moscow
and Washington discuss its strategic future. We need to present our own NPT narrative, based
on a strict balance between the non-proliferation and disarmament agendas. This is what this
report is all about and this is the spirit of the Socialist plenary amendments.

Why not support the Model Nuclear Weapons Convention and the Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol,
both of which are promoted globally by civil organisations and political leaders? It is our role as
parliamentarians, unencumbered by the weight and limitations of executive power, to show
our governments, and therefore the Council, the way in this field. | hope the House can
support the PSE amendments.
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