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Ana Maria Gomes (PSE ), in writing . (PT) | voted in favour of the amendment by the Group of
the European People’s Party (Christian Democrats) and European Democrats providing for the
removal of the word ‘bull’ from paragraph 71 of the Jeggle report.

| voted this way because the fighting bull must not be allowed to die out, and its existence is
safeguarded by the institution of the bullfight.

Having said that, | am repulsed by the spectacle of the bullfight as it is currently practised in
Portugal and in other EU Member States. Under the cloak of the flimsy pretext of ‘tradition’,
this spectacle trivialises the suffering of the animals in the guise of public entertainment.

Like other aspects of daily life in our societies, bullfighting also has to evolve and to rid itself
of the barbarism that it has inherited and that still marks it out. No aspect of public life should
be immune to progress and to the evolution of people’s sensibilities.

This resolution should accordingly act as a warning to those who reject any kind of change in
bullfighting. It is vital that this activity change as soon as possible so that it no longer depends
crucially on animal suffering. Otherwise, my country, Portugal, together with the EU, will have
to take drastic measures.

The way in which a society treats animals reveals more than just its attitude to the animals
themselves; it reveals that society’s level of civilisation, humanity and progress.
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