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EU-China relations (debate)

Ana Maria Gomes (PSE ). - (PT) There is no such thing as a perfect report. The Belder report
bears out this view, but it does contain some important, relevant points. Firstly, it goes into
great detail about the human rights situation and the political, economic, social, labour and
environmental problems in China, which are particularly prevalent among minorities such as
the Tibetans and the Uighur.

Amnesty International has just forwarded a document to the Finnish Presidency as regards the
EU-China summit, in which it describes the human rights situation in the country, concluding
that the little progress that has been achieved is unsatisfactory. Forced labour camps, Internet
controls, the death penalty and curbs on religious freedoms form part of this sad reality.
Secondly, the Belder report highlights the importance of China taking seriously its
responsibilities as a permanent member of the United Nations Security Council.

In the EU, we do not accept Beijing’s occasionally threatening stance towards Taiwan.
Ultimately, China knows that it can achieve what it wants through peaceful means, as in the
examples of Hong Kong and Macau, not least as regards its relations with African countries.
Beijing has not shown that it is committed to sustainable development, democratisation and
peace. Far from it in fact; China is one of the main arms exporters to Sudan, a country in which
the regime is preparing for yet another bloody onslaught in Darfur. China also imports oil from
Sudan.

Lastly, and most importantly, this report reminds us of the Tiananmen massacre and the
importance of maintaining an arms embargo against a regime that refuses to face its own past.
It is a country in which people continue to be detained and to disappear, their families kept in
the dark.

We are not naive. We are well aware that European countries, along with the United States
and others, continue to sell military technology, or technology for military use, to China, in
spite of the arms embargo. Clear evidence of the symbolic political importance of this embargo
is Beijing’s eagerness to see it lifted at all costs.

| support the maximum amount of interaction between the EU and Beijing at all levels and in
all fields, for example, the economic, political, trade and cultural fields. Yet | also support a
language of truth. China deserves nothing less, and therefore the embargo is a useful tool to
have in place until China faces up to what happened on those fateful days in June 1989 and
until it stops exporting arms to, and supporting, regimes that massacre and oppress their
people, as in the cases of Sudan and Myanmar.

It is vital that the EU maintain this embargo, especially as the EU has yet to make its Code of
Conduct legally binding. We owe it to the EU, to our values, and to the thousands of Chinese
citizens who are now living better, economically speaking, but who are ever more fearful about
freedom and democracy.
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