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ggs;acr: The mpnsonmm of Bassel Safadi Khartabil

m 2012, the Assad regime in Sytia drrested Bassel Safadi Khartabil, 2 31-year-old Syrian of
Palestinian origin. Mr Khartabil is distinguished computer engineer who, through his innovations with
social media, digital education and open-source web software, is credited with opening up the Jatemet in
Syria - 2 country with anowﬁ{?usrmardofonﬁncoen&mhip—andvasﬂy extending online access and
kpowledge to the Syrian people. He has contributed to numerous Internet projects, aud was rauked by the
American Foreign Policy' magazine as the 19th most influential thinker in 2012 (one place above Mario
Deaghi). His volunteer work, which was always anti-violent in its pature, was greatly valued by .Syrim_sof all
backg’omds,anditism@ywmmmsmwdesigwdwstiﬂaﬁeeexpmﬁmmsma,md
restrict Syrian citizens' abilities to engage with online communities and disconxses.

It is alleged that Mr Khartabil bas faced torture at the hands of the Syrian authorities, and throughout his
incarceration he has been denied all forms of legal representation. Although be has been moved from a
railitary to & civilian jail, and despite bis total absence of military activity, he stilt faces a military covst, and
a life seutence. Despite all of this, he has still not bean formally charged with any crime.

1. Is the VP/HR aware of the ongoing imprisonmennt of Bassel Safadi Khartabil? If so, has she issued any
public statement on the matter? ,

2Dnessheagmethatthzsrepresmts af\mherabusebythemSadregiminitsmcmptswblockth:ﬁee
apread of information? :

2. WilltthP/HRusethe}evéragewailahletohzrwpressfmhismtuae, insisting upon his status as a
non-combatant whose only cxifpe has been to oppose censorship and promote the freedom of information?
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