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Ana Maria Gomes (PSE ). – (PT) The Catholic Archbishop of Bulawayo, Pius Ncube, recently 
condemned the poverty and oppression that Mugabe has brought to Zimbabwe in recent years 
and called on the people to take to the streets and confront the regime’s armed forces. He 
said the following:  
 
‘Mugabe is mad for power and he will cling to it, even if it means destroying the economy and 
destroying Zimbabwe. Mugabe is an evil man, a bully and a murderer. I will not be bullied or 
bought by him. I accept that it may mean that I lose my life.’  
 
(PT) Are the opposition leaders, human rights activists, those campaigning for Zimbabwe’s 
development and this courageous archbishop receiving proper support from the Commission 
and the Council? That support implies mobilising the necessary solidarity from other Africans of 
the African Union and the Southern African Development Community. In the name of serious 
debate on Africa’s problems and of positive interaction between Europe and Africa, will they 
too be invited and made welcome in Lisbon on the occasion of the EU-Africa summit during the 
Portuguese Presidency? 
 
This Parliament resolution is important and timely in order for us to have clear answers.  
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