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  Ana Maria Gomes (PSE ). – (PT) I congratulate Mr Van Hecke on this important report. 
 
To improve the effectiveness of European aid it is essential to invest in human and financial 
capacity and to overcome the inconsistencies between policies and the institutional 
architecture. The Lisbon Treaty opens up an opportunity by creating the European External 
Action Service. Besides supporting the future High Representative, this service must be 
equipped to carry EU development policy forward in parallel to CFSP and ESDP. 
 
It is not necessary to reinvent the wheel to guarantee aid effectiveness. It is dependent on 
fulfilling promises already made. As Commissioner Michel has stressed, the Member States must 
increase public development aid to the levels promised in 2005 without inflating them by 
writing off debts, and must effectively direct it towards attaining the Millennium Development 
Goals, particularly in an era in which rising oil and food prices make combating poverty in the 
world an even more urgent matter. 
 
Mr President, what is at stake is the credibility of the European Union and its effectiveness as a 

global player, rather than the effectiveness of aid. 
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